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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A segmented arm support apparatus for attachment to a surgical 
retractor, comprising: 

an articulating arm having a plurality of segments, each segment of the same size 
and shape, each segment having an outer wall and an inner surface with a passage 
extending through each segment, the outer wall of a first segment in mating relationship 
with the inner surface of a second segment, each segment being formed of a material with 
high stirfhess coated with a high friction plating material; 

a cable extending thit^ugh the passage of each segment; 

a manual device for variably tightening the cab1e» thereby causing the mating 
segments to be brought into tight frictional engagement and compressing the pladng 
material; and 

a tissue stabilization device attached to the articulating armi the stabilization 
device being lockable upon dghtening the cable, wherein the stabilization device is 
removably attached to the segmented ann support apparatus, and 

further including a movable socket to receive the stabilization devic e, wherein the 
movable socket is slidablc along a plunger attached to an end of the cable and wherein 
the movable socket is biased against the plunger bv a soring. 

2. (original) The segmented arm support apparatus of claim i » wherein each segment is 
defined by a convex outer wall and a concave inner surface. 

3. (original) The segmented arm support apparatus of claim 2, wherein the convex 
outer wall of the first segment engages the concave inner surface of the second segment. 
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